Markets Rally as Diplomatic

Signals Ease Middle East
Energy Crisis Fears

Global stock markets are climbing strongly this morning, with European and US indices
all posting solid gains as investors respond positively to signs the Middle East conflict
may be winding down.

President Trump stated that US military action has significantly weakened Iran, and
markets are treating this as an early sign that the Strait of Hormuz shipping route may

eventually reopen.

CONCLUSION
Cautious hope is returning to global markets as diplomatic signals suggest the worst of the
Middle East energy disruption may be easing.
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MARKET INSIGHT

Stock Markets Surge Worldwide
— Dow Tops 49,600 as DAX Leads
Europe Higher

The Dow Jones Industrial Average is up 1.82% this morning, trading at 49,652 — its strongest
® single-day gain in weeks, led by blue-chip companies benefiting from improving investor
confidence.

Europe's German DAX is the standout performer, surging 2.43% to 24,292 points, signalling strong
optimism among European investors who see the Middle East situation stabilising.

The FTSE 100 in London is up 1.62% at 10,378 points, while the S&P 500 gained 0.66% to 7,209
and the Nasdaq 100 added 0.45% at 27,452 — a broad, healthy rally across all major markets.

There are no major economic data releases scheduled today, meaning today's gains are driven
purely by investor confidence and positive market mood rather than any single piece of news.

CONCLUSION
Stocks are rising across the board today, with both Europe and the US showing strong gains
as investor confidence returns.
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Central Banks Hold Firm as
Inflation Pressures Build Across the
obe
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= The US Federal Reserve held rates unchanged for a The European Central Bank also held steady, but
. third straight meeting, watching energy-driven inflation warned a rate hike could come as early as June if
- carefully before deciding on any cuts. inflation — now forecast at 2.6% — keeps rising.

BEOE RATE

3.75%

The Bank of England voted 8-1 to hold, warning the UK
must prepare for higher inflation as Middle East energy
costs push UK prices above target.

UK INFLATION

3.3%

UK consumer prices rose 3.3% in the year to March
2026 — well above the Bank of England's 2% target,
keeping pressure on policymakers.

conNcLusioN: The world's major central banks are holding interest rates steady for now, but higher rates later this
year look increasingly likely if energy prices stay elevated.
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Oil Holds Above $111 While Bitcoin
and Gold Move in Opposite
Directions

Oil is slightly lower today but remains historically high, still reflecting the global supply squeeze caused by restricted
shipping through the Strait of Hormuz.

o Brent Crude — $111.02/barrel

Gold — $4,620/troy oz

e Gold is edging down 0.46% as investors shift into riskier assets like stocks and crypto — a sign of growing
confidence rather than fear in today's session.

Bitcoin — $77,008

o Bitcoin is up nearly 2% this morning, tracking the positive mood in stock markets and attracting fresh buyers who see
improving risk appetite as a green light for crypto.

MNatural gas bucked the commodity trend with a 1.13% gain today, possibly due to early buying ahead of upcoming
weather and storage data later this week.

o Natural Gas — $2.782/MMBtu

conNcLusioN: Energy prices remain elevated but stable, while Bitcoin and equities are leading a broad risk-on
move as investor mood brightens.



m 1 May 2026 - Morning Edition 5/5
Where Markets Stand Right Now

US Equities

A
Positive investor sentiment, Dow up 1.82%, no negative data to interrupt
European Equities

A
DAX surging 2.43%, FTSE up 1.62%, optimism spreading across the region
Crypto

A
Bitcoin up 1.94%, Ethereum up 1.70%, tracking risk-on mood in equities
Gold / Precious Metals

©
Slight pullback as investors rotate to riskier assets — not a concern yet
Oil / Energy

©
Brent at $111, slightly lower today but still structurally elevated — Hormuz risk persists
Forex

©
Major currency pairs flat and range-bound, waiting for clearer data or central bank signals

coNcLusioN: Today's market picture is broadly positive — equities and crypto are leading higher while
commodities pause, and the overall mood has shifted toward cautious optimism.



